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Caribou 101 
Woodland Caribou can be found in 9 provinces and 2 territories 

in Canada covering 51 different ranges/populations. The national 
population is estimated at 
34000 individuals. In Alberta, 
there are about 2800 animals 
spread over 13 million hectares 
of forest from the Northwest Territories border to the 
mountains of Jasper National Park. 

Caribou are solitary animals that use large range areas which 
reduces the risk of encountering alternate prey (moose and 
deer) and predators (wolf and bear). Also caribou have 
relatively lower reproductive rates as compared against 
other ungulates. Habitat alteration as a result of disturbance 
from the forestry and energy sectors as well as forest fires 
reduces habitat suitability, increases predator encounters 
and corresponding predation rates, increases access to 
hunters and impedes caribou movement. 

Woodland Caribou are listed as “threatened” both nationally 
and provincially. Being “threatened” requires provincial and 
federal action. 

Species at Risk Act (SARA) 
Understanding SARA 

This federal legislation came into force in 2003 to prevent 
wildlife species from becoming extinct or being extirpated 
and to support their recovery.  The Act legislates 
requirements for the assessment, protection and recovery of 
species at risk in Canada. Once a 
species is listed as threatened than 
the federal  and provincial 
governments must develop plans to 
stop the decline of caribou and 
ensure the sustainability of the 
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Little Smoky and A 
La Peche Caribou 
Ranges 

Through the provisions of 
SARA, the federal government 
has determined that caribou 
ranges need to maintain 65% 
undisturbed habitat to give 
the herd a 60% probability of 
surviving. The the Little Smoky 
Caribou Range has a 95% 
disturbance level which is 
considered to be highly 
disturbed and well in excess of 
the 65% threshold. 

The Alberta government is 
developing range plans, that 
over long periods of time, 
must reduce the range 
disturbance to the 65% level. 
The implications of this are 
profound.  Natural resource 
users like forestry and energy 
will be limited in access to the 
range. Currently these range 
areas are required by local 
forest companies that have 
timber rights. These areas are 
also rich in oil and gas reserves 
(Duvernay) that are important 
for energy production. Our 
local economy is critically 
dependent on the viability of 
these industries.
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herds. Through SARA the federal government has the ability to 
stop additional disturbance within caribou ranges by resource 
users such as forestry and energy.  The federal government has 
not invoked these safety net provisions to date for Woodland 
Caribou. 

It’s All About Balance 
Albertans can have caribou and forestry in the same forests. 
Contrary to what you might be hearing, caribou ranges can be 
disturbed and caribou will still thrive. Caribou conservation and 
resource develop are not mutually exclusive.  

The challenge is meeting the threshold set by the federal 
government - 65% undistributed forest. It is unattainable, ever. 
The federal threshold isn’t scientifically defensible nor can it 
ensure that caribou will survive. It is largely a theory or a 
concept - untested or tried, and certainly not something to bet 
your wellbeing on.  

We know that there are a thousand forestry jobs on the line in 
Whitecourt. There are lots more energy jobs that will be 
sacrificed too. As residents of Whitecourt, the 
implications of a restrictive caribou plan will 
depreciate home prices, drive up residential 
taxation and reduce the demand on tertiary 
retail goods and services. 

We’ve communicated the best we can to our 
politicians - repeatedly. We’ve emphasized that we want a 
balanced approach to caribou conservation in the Whitecourt 
region and through out Alberta. We’ve expressed the 
desperation to keep our forests as “working” forests.  

What can you do? You need to be heard. You need to be 
counted. Call or email MLA Oniel Carlier and let him know that 
your livelihood and standard of living cannot be  sacrificed by a 
restrictive and ineffective caribou conservation strategy. 
1-800-786-7136 (Mayerthorpe Office) or 1-780-427-2137 
(Legislative Office) or email him at 
whitecourt.steanne@assembly.ab.ca
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Forestry and 
Caribou 

Alberta has a world class 
internationally recognized 
forest management planning 
standard. Unfortunately, the 
Alberta government is 
ignoring it for the caribou 
range planning process. 
Science dictates that we look 
at the forest ecosystem in it’s 
totality. This means that 
proper sustainable forest 
management requires forest 
managers to look upon and 
assess all forest values, big 
and small, to understand the 
forest environment.   

As the Alberta government 
contemplates how to address 
managing caribou on 13 
million hectares of Alberta’s 
forest,  decisions must go 
beyond just whats good for 
caribou. There are many other 
important indicators of forest 
health and sustainability that 
must be factored in. Using the 
current forest legislation and 
policy will go along way to 
addressing caribou 
conservation in the context of 
proper forest stewardship.
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